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Japanese people from the people of the mainland. In the winter, when the winds blow from Asia to Japan and when people might have come across the narrow waters, there were terrible snow-storms and fogs that kept them at home. In the summer, when the weather is fine the winds blow strongly from Japan to the continent and tend to keep out visitors. In this way the Japanese formed a nation, away from other people, and grew up fond of their own land, proud of its beauties and intensely loyal and patriotic.
Perhaps the suddenness of the earthquakes and the volcanic outbursts taught the Japanese to meet sudden danger and even death without shouting or weeping. Certainly they can keep their heads in times of peril and face danger without fear.
Perhaps the open houses, where all life is seen by everybody, have had something to do with the politeness of this nation. n It is no use pretending what a " sweet" person you are when you are in some one else's house if you are really bad tempered in your own. Everybody knows exactly what you are like when you are in the bosom of your family.. And if one is rude to a Japanese he does not get angry and say nasty things back again, but preserves a calm and dignified behaviour, perhaps the greatest possible rebuke to a person who has lost his temper and exhibited his bad manners.